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Nu me. CVI, 


The Prompter. 





~—ln Faith, Dear Grus, you have been much to blame! 


You muft needs learn, my Wag! to mend tHESE FAULTS 3 
Defect of Manners, want of Government ; 


Pride, Haughtinefs, Opinion, avd Difdain. 


Shakefpear’s Henry the 4th 





TuESDAY, NOVEMBER 18. 1739. 





4 O be Scurrilous, in Argument, 
isa Quality, of the fame cowardly 
Tendency, as to fcratch, and 
bite, in Boxing. ----- They are, 
Both, Demonftrations of a con- 
{cious Deficiency in the Boy, who 
would revenge himfelf, by a 
bafe Amimofity, upon what has 
mortified him, in fair Combat. 





Waar I faid, in fome foregoing Papers, with 
Regard to the PHrLosorHer’s PRAYER, Was in 
due, and decent Refentment of that virulent Wa/pi/b- 
nefs, wherewith the FLesH of fome Men, upon 
controverfial Occations, fo far Over -actuates the 
SPIRIT, as to leave no Traces of Humility, in the 
EXAMPLES, of thofe Reverend Warriors, by Wildle 
PRECEPTS it is quarter'd upon LAYMEN. 


IF there is any thing of Truth, in a Complaint, 
under which the Pu/pits have groan’d, for fome Years 
paft, it is the more to be lamented, that Their [n- 
cumbents attack not the Iufidelity, they make War 
upon, with the Artillery of Meckuefs and Reafoi.--- 
Ha the ApostrLes debated, with that Heat of Im- 
patience, whick diftinguifhes fo many of their Suc- 
ckssors, One of the Greateft of their Great Ma- 
fter’s Miracles wowd have been, that they made 
Any Converts. It is hard, to dclieve a Rea- 
foner, or, even to fuppofe, thar He believes Himfelf, 
when we find him embitter'd by the moft flagitious 
Effects of thofe Paffions, againff which he affumes 
a Commiffion, for Preaching. 


THERE is a Pogeer, in GENTLENEss that en- 
ters, Every where,dike Arr: at once, the /ofte/?, and 
the firongeft Prevaiicr, in Nature.--- We give up our 
Opinions, with Pleafure, where the Tezzper of our 
Opponent leaves us Ca/zz enough, to compare, and 
confider, Both Sides of the Queition: Bur, we maiz- 
tain em, with Pride, where they are iz vaded, with 
Anger, and. often, yield not to the Reafox, becaule 
there iS a Perfixzal Contempt, which : Gad due to 
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Tue Gentleman, who is faid to be Author of the 
GrvuB-STREET JoURNAL, is a Member of the 
Tribe, and an Example of the Temper, above-men- 
tion’d. ---It feems Impoffible, to the peevifh Difpo- 
fition of this Ecclefiaftical Wreftler, to disjoin the 
Ideas of a Difputant’s Perfoz, and his Argument. ---- 
The Leait Oppofition of Sentiment, He miftakes, for 
a purpos’d Indignity: and, throwing off, at once, 
both the Clerk, and the Gentleman, works up his 
Patlions into a Tempeft; and, in the Duj?, which 
it raifes, lofes Sight, and Purfuit, of the ARGUMENT. 


THERE cannot be invented an Exerci/2, more 
conducive to the Health of our Minds, than the La- 
bour, the Conteft, the TRrED Strength, of our Ux- 

ee Cia ri : : a 
derfiandings. —- Nor canthere be a more amiably- 

Mo ; ] rTrs1? ~~ JSanr - f . 1 . 
ufejul Amufement, than to accuftom ourfelves to 
Pr. +, «A ng +74 ‘ 7] ' a nd + | ’ j 
bear, and to bear, OprosiTION ; till we are able, 

a . eS hs iy a aeD os . . yf 
by Degrees, to fhake off, and defpife, That Senfibt- 
lity ; whichis fo Sore, at firit Trial, under every dlight 
Bruiie, of Costrad: dion. 

4/\D 1X P.45 . Lay ee I : = 

For my Part, --- far from thinking ic Wisty, to 
treat the CLERGY ixdecently, 1 think ir abfolutely 

Pr Mey: : . 
Inexcufable. --- E-xclufive of the-Richts they aflerr, 
+ . mi ° ; , ° ¥ ? 
from their Claims by KeveLarion, It is enough, 
that They are Men, fet spart for the Worfbip of 

/ > | ‘@ 7 4 ° . . 
Gop: Men, Whoic Study itis, to explain him, 
in his Works* and, whole Bufineis, to form the 

> »{} . Mary eve we ‘ > OF y: 

Keit of M inxind to the Daties..of Virtue, by the 
rational Ballance of PraGical Honefiy. — Perfons, 
who generouily devote themfelves to fo reverenc’d, 
? ne ‘4a © ' r . 4 } / ; ? 

10 endearing, A SERVICE Of the Publick, cowd not 
nifs the RuspecT, Due to Lives thus diftinguifl’ da; 
even tho’ They were not guite {0 able, as they 
know, and declare themfelves to be, to produce thoie 
CREDENTIALS, which add the Weight of Autho- 
rity, to What Were, e/fe, but Attradion. 


BaRRI NG, therefore, What may tend to any Irreve- 
rence Oi the Priefihood, I fee nor, Why Rettraints 
thou'd be laid on Free-thinking. And, much iets 
can fee any Reafon, why (fince the Clergy are fo 

ny 
wane te 





a 


oe A A A 


f 


| 
| 
| 










































able to defend the Truth of their Priuciples) they 
Yhou’d exprefs fiich Impatience, when weaker Men 
than Themfelves prefume to attack them! --- Rather, 
certainly, they fhouw’d TRIUMPH; confcious of the 
happy Occafion, to enlighten, tndeceive, and convert, 
mifguided Enemies. In vain, (to fay Truth) wou’d 
they Possgss, fuch a Strength, as they confefs to be 
in them, if it were not for thefe Opportunities of 
Exerting it. --- Why, then, are they inflamed into 
Anger ? —- Why dothey not argue, with That Smile, 
of attentive Humanity, which wou'd difcover their 
Senfe of Security? -- Who knows, what erroneous 
Conclufions may be drawn from their contrary Pra- 
tice? Since It is commonly obferv’d, that Men 
grow hot Ezrag’d, but in Proportion to their be- 
coming Defperate. 


A sto the Vicar of GRUB-STREET, in particular, 
I am afraid, the Fault lies in his Blood. --- He abounds 
in the Choleric Extreme, from an Extravafation ot 
his Bilious Fuices. —- Hence, thofe Corrofive Salts, 
in his EprcraMs! --- Volatiliz’d, by the inflamma- 
tory Rapidity of his Spirits, Thefe Offenlive Effluvia 
ftream out, at his Pores, and infect (like a Plague, 
in the Levant) even the innocent Paper he writes 
on. --- Hence, the delicate Acutenefs of thofe Re- 
marks, wherewith he, Weekly, e/ucidates the Hifto- 
rical Sections of his Fournal. --- Hence, that pro- 
found Erudition, to which we owe fuch important 
Difcoveries of Barbarifms, unauthentically, Latiniz- 
ed! and of Words, with unclaffical QUANTITY ! — 
Hence, thofe cutting Animadverfions on, and Di- 
ftinctions of, Purrs, which have blown, like a 


Trade-wind, in the Face of poor Mr. Orator Hezley, , 


till they now make his Eyes water, every Time He 
looks into the Fourual ! —- Hence, that Excommu- 
nicative Di/charge of Church-Wit, which has piere’d, 
through the Fame of the Living Mr. Budgel, to beat 
down the Memory of the Dead Dodfor Tindall ! 


But, the PROMPTER’s happy OsscuriTy, might 
have protected him, one would have hoped, from 
the Refentment ofthis irrefiftible Aimer : Since the 
firft Paper, of That Name, which had the Honour 
to ftray into his Hands, was, it feems, after about a 
Hundred of them had been publifh’d ! --- How much 
to be envied, is this fortuxate Elevation ! whichcan 
place a Man out of the Hearing, of Cenfures, it 
muft ruffle him to meet with! --- Now, a Curfe on 
that malevolent Planet, that came crofs the Lize of 
his Motion, and knock’d him down Low enough, to 
ftraggle into the Orb of the PRoMPTER! who had, 
elfe, efcap’d the Shot of a murdering Ep1GRAM, or 
two; and This Neceffity of returning the Compli- 
ment, by 


EPIGRA MM, the Firft. 
In Honour of the Grub-ftreet Fournal. 


C INN A (fays Martial) wi/h’d, to have it thought, 

He but SEEM’D Poor ;---azd {pent not, what he 
ought. 

Twas amere Bite! --- not, only PooR ESTEEM’ : 

He WAS, INDEED, the Sad, Poor Dog, be SrEm’D! 





So, that BLACK SNAIL, that darkens Grub-ftreep’, 
Fame 
Would joke away the TRUTH, bebind the Name - 
But, never weighd, bow Dull the Jeft woud found 
To ‘be CaLu’p Grub-ftreet --- and, be Grub-ftreo 
FOUND! 


I know not whofe Epigrams may be thought to 
have moft Wit: Bur, 1am fure, It will be afy to 
fee, whofe have moft Malice.--- Yet, whatever De. 
fects Induftrious Grub may labour under, as to One 
of thefe Qualities, [am for charging the Fault on 
its true, and only, Occafion. ---Every Reader of that 
Paper will remember what frequent Mention jg 
made, in it, of PEGAsus: But, wou’d it have ep. 
ter’d into the Thoughts of Maz, that this proud Pal. 
frey of the Mufes, had been turn’d into a Dray. 
Horse! ---See the melancholy Fa@, in another 
Dre, EPIGRAM, containing a fort and true Account. 
of Wuo, firft, enroll’d, and, then, left in the Lurch. 
this MILITANT CHURCH-CHAMPION, of Grup. 
STREET. : 


EPIGRAM the Second. 
Or Merit Deferted. 


x 


p—_. who, oft, overflows, both with Wir, and 
with SPLEEN , 
Felt the Want of a Dung-Cart, to keep bimfelf Clean: 
So, He furnifh’d a Prieft, with a CARRIAGE, ding, 
dong: 
And, made him his Drayman, to drive it along. 


2. 


Then, as oft as the Muse’s Satirical Ircu, 

For the Poet’s Difcharge, lent his Vengeance a Switch; 
Hey-gee-ho was the Word--- “ Take it, Parfon, awa 1 
And, the reverenc’d ExcREMENT loaded the Dray. 


3. 


Sir Gravity, charm’d with the Call, for his Freight, 

Betwixt Load, axd Load, found it tedious, to wait: 
And, Himielt having Nothing, to keep up the Trade, 

Told his Mafter, with Tears, how his Cuftom decay’d, 
“© What is once, in two Months? --- Now ’twould 

“ s2ake the Wheels creak, 
 Woud You find wherewithal, toloadonce a WEEK! 
4. 
Stand aloof, azfwer'd P-—e, --- Such a Trade as You 
riVe 

May be needful: --- but, welcome to no Max alive, 
Tho I love to drefs light, I’m too neat, in my Cloaths, 
To let a Tom T—d-Man, live under my Note. 


Defunt Cetera. 


—— 
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